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SUBJECT 1. Concentration Camp 243/9 near * DATE DISTR. ©9 April 1959
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near Vozhayel NO. PAGES 2
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INFO.
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SOURCE_EVALUATIONS ARE DEFINITIVE.  APPRAISAL b’F CONTENT IS TENTATIVE.

The following reports on concentration camps near Cherdyn (N 60-25, E 56-39),
Vozhayel (N 62-51, E 52-21), Pechora (N 65-25, E 57-02), Tayshet-Angara area

(N 55-57, E 98202), Vorkuta (N 66-22, E 70-08),and a mining installation at_-

25X1

Vorkutg

Attachment 1 is a report‘

of general descriptive information, an overlay map and a memory sketch with

legend of concentration camps 2&3/9 near Cherdyn and 21+l/l near Vozhayel.
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Attachment 2 is a report 25X1

of general descriptive information and two
Zimke concentration camp near Pechora.

‘sketches with legends of the

Attachment 3 is a report
of general descriptive information and two sketches with legends of
Mine No. 8 and Labor Camp No. 9 at Vorkuta.

Attachment L is dan) anguag& reporto.. . . ) [ PR 25X1
of general descriptive information of -forced labor camps in the Tayshet-
Angara River area.
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Concentration Canp 241/1
Location
From 1951 to 1953, ‘concen%‘ration camp number

Te

4

2‘41/1, -the main compound of 93

and all bearing the number 241 was located some 140 kilometers

from the capitol city of Syktyvkar (N61-40, E50=51), in the
Zheleznodorozhnyy rayon, and 16 to 18 kilometers in an unknown direction
from the village of Voghael (I\T62-50, E51—20). The approximate area

is located bn the accompanying overlay, page ___ .

Geography .
The camp was Within approximately 10 kilometers of the Vysmy (sic)

" river, on a flat, swampy terrain consisting entirely of virgin forest.

The area wag infested with mosquitoés but of a type mot carrying
malaria or other infectious diseases. Temperafures were extreme.
Winter lasted six #o seven months with up t§ 1.50 meters of snow and
tempefatures.as low as 45¢C below zero, freeéing the snow and making
travel across it easy. Summers were stormy with copius showers
and temperatﬁres rising to 359C, but WithOut‘strong windse.

Personnel . ,

There Were approximatelyIBOO internees in the camp, the majority
Russiap and the-reét equally divided as to race and the Tregion from‘
which they came. The guards, numbering about 4oo officers and men,
were membeprs of the frontier guards of the Soviet army and were
distinguished by their green berefs. They carried rifles or automatic
pistols. |
Construction .

All of the buildingé, including the internees' barracks and
the guards' quartérs, were built of wood with the single exception
of the brick kitchens, All of the roads within the camp as well
as those into the surrounding forests were of wood, built on a
foundatioh of tree-trunks and covered with planks, resulting in a
roadway strong enough to permit the passage of trucks and tractors
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SEGRED

with trailers.

25X1

Utilities

There was no résevoir of drinking water which was taken directly
from the natural pools which abounded in the swampy region, but where,
in general, the water wasg %urbid and bad. dlectricity was produced

by an enclosed, truck-mounted generator which supplied the elementary

"needs of the camp.

Communications

The camp communicated Wwith the other compounds and With'the village
of Vizhael by means of wooden roads of the type previously described.
There Were provisional bridges along these roads at points where they
crossed streams and small rivers which could be removed during the-
season of melting snos to allow the logs which had accumulated along
the banks during the xk. winter, to be floated down stream. In spite
of the provisional nature of these bridges, they were étrong enough to
support 2 loaded truck or tractor and trailer. Fpusk Ordinary trucks
and catapillar tractors with as many as three trailers were the usual
means of transport. There Was.nﬁ highway which passed near the camp
and the railroad was 6o kilometers distant at Zheleznodorozhnyy
(W62-35, E50-52). There were no airfieldy oilipipelines, or other

construction of note in the vicinity.

. Security -

The camp wasg guarded;froh.x&mximnx:towers situated in the mmxmzxzs
four corners. Dogs were leashed to sliding rings along the perimeter
of the cemp, allowing them to cover the entire ﬁxszxném length and
foming 2 sort of "death zonel within which, ényone entering without

permission wag shot. This gzone was illuminated with spot lights at
G

nigﬁt. 1¢£pz¢ W.thee Mo oiZich /&4444£oe74uw’abzce4 >? a/yz?p

/K144%m¢~V79w3¢7 6ﬁ7pnavuqf¢2¢4./zﬁctﬁs

The entire area was an immense virgin forest and devoid of

Supplies

cultivation. The supplies brought in were always insufficient

before the death of ,Stalin, and although they 1mproved both in

\\L /\l\'—;r;
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quantity and quality at 'this. time, ’chey never became adequate for
reasonable human nourishment and maintenence. There Was no '"black
market" since there was nothing to buy or. sell él.thOugh the drivers - 25X1
ocassionally,brought in Vodka to sell at three or four times its |
value. |
VWork

9. The only work done by the internees was the felling of trees
in the .sumomding forest. BEach internee had,a fixed gquota of
Work‘and% did not receive his meals unless this wag compietedi.
If he conf.inued to fall below his quota, he Wés vlaced in the
stockade.

Health and sanitation

T0. . The camp had an infirmary measu:cing 10 x 1oo meters and staffed
by three or four doctors and their assistants, all of whom were
internees. In spite of the swamps andthe a‘bunda,nqe of mosquitoes,
there were no epidemic diseases and the principle cause of death in
the camp was overwork x% malnutritions Cleanliness was enforced
by an obiigatory minimm of a weekly bath and shave, at which time

the clothes were also changed and sterilized.

Recreation and spoxfts

11« There was ;10. recreation or sportse On one ocassion only, internees
from the various compqunds produced a theatrical presentation which
toured the campe. ‘

Inabruction and Education

12¢ Nothing in the nature of instruction or education exigted before
the death of Stalin. At the time of his death, weekly lectures were |
begun by the camp officers and given each day in a different barracks.
These Were 'always poli'bical and poorly received by the interneese. '?he_

camp had no library or motion picture theater.
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Legend for the sketch of the camp, page ___ e
25X1
1. Hospital
2, Dining Toom
3+ Baths

4 Shop

' 5« Stockade

6. Barracks

Te Garden '

8. Guard personnel eﬁtrance

9. Guard headquarters

10. Kain entrance

11« Living ‘quarters, for guards and their families
12, Watch towers

13. Dogs.

14. Barbed wire

15. Wall built of stakes joined by barbed wire
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Concentration camp 243/9

Location

‘ ‘concentration camp
_ ' S . _ & 25X1.
243/9, situated 5o kilometers to the north of Cherdyn ¥k (N60-24,

E56-29), the nearest town, and with its ceptral offices in

Solikamsk (1‘359-—3’8, E56-47) 150 kilometers away. It had no relationshipm -
with other campse. : ' )
Circumsgtances

At the time of the death of Stalin, all foreigners Were taken
from the other concentration camps in the area and transferred
provisionally to 243[9. The cauge of this,a.ct.ion was said to be
that Moscow had ordered a review of their papers and that theixr

‘ ; 1) .
release Was immediately impending.: Thisf in fact did happeﬁ?ons'ow afterward,

25X1

At the end of a year in the camp, a protest was organized_among

the prisoners who still had not received their promised liberty ' " 25X1

|1t took the form of & hunger—strike

25X1

At the end of Rzyw seven days of this,

were taken out of the camp, marched 1o to 15 kilometers

on foot, then transferred to a barge which followed the course of the
river and finally placed in punisghment cells in another concentration
camp, numbér 243/8, whose location was unknown.

" Description of camp

The camp was'situated in an extensive mxzx forest clearing
on comparitively flat terrain with ocassional rises. The camp
was provisional, having been used for German prisoners during the wer

and later having been abandonned. The barracks Were in ruins except

- for the central barrack which served as living quarters for a forest

ranger. Trees had been felled for a radius of 20 kilometers around

the camp‘b'y the German prisoners. ' Temperatures Were extreme, dropping
to 409C below zero in the Winter. _W.«ii:h.:f‘a‘-ﬁéif—ﬁeter-é.ofe.snow and rising

to 359C during ‘the five months of summer with heavy rain stormse.

25X1
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Personnel

There Were some 300 internees of various nationalities with

Germans and Czechslovakians dominatinge

Communications

The camp Wag isolated from both roads and railroads and no
trucks or tractors were used. The usual means of transport
e in wmmer,w::arges which followed the courses of the numbrous
rivers, and in winter, sleds which traveled along these same
rivers when they were frozen.
Fork

The internees did not work unless they wished to volunteer
to work on the conétruction of the narrow-guage railroad some
16 to 18 kilogeters away which proceeded from Solikamsk into
the nearby forests. This railroad served for the transport

of forest products and was of no militaty importance.

SEEET T L = 25X1
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1. “The zimka Goncentration cemp was known as the Third Bection, 25X1

-

501st Construction.

25X1

F The camp was located in the Kozhvinskiy are

of Komi ASSR, about 300 meters to the south of Zimka (N 62—55?X1

E 51-32). The most important nearby town was Pechora (N 65-25,

E 57-00), about 60 kilometers southeast of the camp. (See

Sketch No. 1 on page ____, &iving the 12 yout of the camp and

the surrounding area,) Prisoners' mail was addressed to Post

Office Box No. 501, Komi ASSR. The camp had a total of about
all of whom received the same treatment.

200 prisoners, both political and ordinary types,/ There were

about 30 soldiers and two or three of ficers guarding the ceamp.

# The pr isoners' work 25X1

consisted of felling trees with axes and hend saws. The work
was done within a l4-kilometer radi¥s of Zimka.

2. The camp was rectangular in shape and was about four-fifths as
wide a#it was long. The land surrounding the cemp was swamp¥y
which was typical of the terrain in that area. There were many
forests. The Pechora wasfthe main river, passing about 300
kilometers to the west of the camp. The Zimkae River, a tributary
of the Bechora, passed about 500 meters to the east of the camp.
In some places it was about 25 meters wide by three meters deep.

It was frozen over from the end of October %o April. During the

\\ W ! \ ¢ ‘
) AR - 25X1
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spring thaw, its volume increased considerably but it was

navigable only by small, four-seater launches. 25X1
3. In spring the weather was cold and stormy with damp winds end
frequent showers. The meximum temperature was 15° C, the
minimum was 3° C, and the mean was 10° C. In summer the weather
There were variable winds.
was pleasant with showers and light fog. _/The temperatures in
the orger given above were 350, 180, and 250. In fall the weather
turned cold with hail storms, strong winds, and numerous thunder-
storms; it froze on occasion., The tenperatures were 10°, Oo, and
70. In winter great snow storms occurred with winds of hurricane
force and continuous freezing weather. The range of ta peratures
were from 20O below zero to 60° velow zero and the mean was 350
below zero.
4. All buildings in the concentration camp, as in the town of Zimkas,
were constructed of logs, The camp was built by Polish prisoners
———
Camp drinking water was pumped from the Zimka River by a three-
or four-horsepower pump. Within the ceamp was an artesian well
and there were two others in the immediate neighborhood but water
from these three wells was not potable. There was no water-
purifying plant in the area. A small electric powerhouse, 500

meters from the town of Zimka, supplied &l ternating current at 220

volts to the town and camp. Camp garbage was thrown into cesspools

/5.
/;
|
f
|
|
{
|

which were covered over when filled. Sometimes the garbage was

burned@ in l= rge piles,

\ 6. The only road was a dirt one, five meters wide; it was in very bad
condition. There was no railroad line and no airport. Transport

! trucks, from 135 to 3-metric-tons, were used. When the road to

\ the canp and to the town of Zimka was closed to traffic, these
trucks were replaced by motor sleds (see Sketch No. 2 on page ___ ).
No new buildings were under construction, It wagbelieved that 25X1

cause the camp was to be moved to anotherlocation

[iers guarding the camp were subord nate to the MVD. They w5§§1

a khaki uniform, high boots, and & cap. They were arned with

P
N
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carbines There were no restricted areas.

The town of Zimke had no police authority or offices. Neither the
prisoners nor the civilian population of Zimka had received any
instructions concerning defense against possible air attacks.

The camp had one zm&akx 20-bed hospital; there was none in thekown.
Rinuzsesxkregked The mosticommon illness was stomatitis; it was
treated with a bitter liquid which was extracted from birch trees.’
This liquid was kept in the dining room and those suffering from
this ailment helped themselves., Prisoners dl so ate garlic to
combat this illness. Other illnesses treated were influenza,
pneumonia, and frostblte:%s%?ﬁggjgﬁgéagu%ﬁ 7 seévg?'tra oma,
especially among the inhabitants of Zimka; these were treated by
a camp prisoner who was a doctor, All prisoners were made to
shower every 15 days.

The prisoners had no recreational exercise, The camp had a small

library with such books as the History of the USSR, History of

the Communist Party, and several volumes of the autobiography of

Pavl Karchagin, entitled How The Steel Was Tempered. Movies were

shown once or twice a2 week, There were no lectures,
All food was of low quality, especially the wheat and rice which
were thé%asic foods.fexxkkexargx. Nothing could be grown in the

erea, The camp had a small warehouse for storing food and clothes,
Following is the legend for Sketch No. 1, giving the layout of

the camp and the surrounding area. The numbers in parentheses are

keyed to those on the sketch.
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sEsoOmEsSEREEIESRES=aSITsE
(1 ) Povm of Zimka, with about 200 1rmab1ts.ntsﬂ ’“in' 'I‘here were logﬂaouses-
either . _,

sutfioient to house 200 inhebitanss, most of M—wereﬁfamuy‘&’éf the caup

or ffaﬂl
gwrds,Aworkers at the powerhouse, forest rangers, ém personnel s

LT 2/,.
the water punp.

(2) Pine forest.

(3,’ Hoedway going uirectly from the powerhouse andfwa.ter pump to Zimksa.

(471 Threc-neter-high wooden fence.

(59 Barbed-wire féfice.

(6) Jail surrounced by berbed wire. It was built of pine end divided into
four roousy two for the guerd end two for the prisoners.

(7, One-story pine barracks, Fimrish type, about 25 X 10 meters, vith wooden
xomfxymm® roof. It contained ten d;u;.l;x beds on each side; each bed was
occupied by two prisoners . The door was wooden &nd coula be shut from the
inside. 4Xixsxx lio armed guerd wes stetioned inside.

{84 Viooden barracks, Finnish type. ;

gi g v
(9} One-story log beri:.cks, used as prisoners’ bathhouse) /A’Bout 20 X 8 meters.

It contained about 40 kmwix wask basins.
QO} Electric powerhouse, wooden, sbout 30 X 15 meters. It supplied electric
powez;gto the canp and to Zinka. Personnel &;ﬁ;lot recruitea from smong caup
prisoners. There were. 5 or: 6 persons on each shlft.
@1} \iater pump 1nstallt=;c1 in a swn&ll woden bulldlné{ about 40 sqguere meters. -
was opereted by 2 or Oprmonels, vho slso transportec water to the canmp.
02; Log dining roomjabou‘t 25 X 10 meters. ‘'he tebles ana benches were also
wooden. “he dining Toom wee used to show méving pictures.
(13 ) \ioodan barracks, Finnish type.

a
(14) Entrance to can xp;’/ubout 8 ¥oters wide b; 6 meters long, &nG—hede: 0@‘0@9&1

154 Guard house.
( ) d:h en MVA
(16; Guard towers; in each there vas V}s'aldier with pifle.

| ﬂ Small doghouses for sentry dogs usedrjfvoxj night security. These dogs were

N
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tied."but & ring pernitted them to run the len.th of & cable.

{8) he Zimke Hiver.
(-1 9) ®mxx® Pechora highway. It was abou@meters wide &na hed meny holes in it.

In bad weathex, heavy plenks were placed omer the most dergerous pexrts to

make vehiculer traffic poseible.
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The mine was‘loce.ted two kilometers to thé south of Vorkuta.

It war designated as N9, eight.
pgégn to
It had belonged to the Liinistry of Foreign Ar£EIT6 \/the Ministry of Justice, and
at the date of info it belonged to the Cosl Mimistry.
"his mine had three levels. Each level had eight cdal seams. There Qi wes

a distance of 120 meters between levels. ‘‘here weas a distence of fowom 180 to

240 meters _between areas being worked.

PRODUCTION. “he mine produced 300,000 metric tons ennually with x 900 permenant
workers on three :1ifts; two ofthethree sh ifts mined the coal; the other shif't

worked on repairs and treneportation.

Coal wes mined using the cycle systems 8 cvery @ five cycles meLsures &N

were taken to avdid ceve-—ins anc the build-up ol pressure.
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in each shafit an aversge of from 18 to 2¢ workers worked & follows:

One man in cherge of the"COMBAINY, which was & machine thet cut the coal and
transported it to the coal cars.

His helper.

Four timbermen.

Two men transporting timbers.

OUne dynemdter.

One driller.

Four drivers.

Two that cleaned out the cut.

One to hook together coal cers.

One electrician.

One man in charge of team.

One technician on watéh.

Also on wutch ves an Lngineer for the entire mine.
Lach shift hed a technicien in gases end ventilation on watch to regulate and

direct the tlow of i air.

BMACH INERYe
ach shaft had the following mechinerys:

One "“Combain" with loader foir seams 1.45 meters high end two meters

deep. the "Combain' had a 75 kilowett motor.

watt

Two { 2.5 i drills with drill-bits 2.20 mebers long.

Three or é‘oux‘éf\{chain conveyors dismounteble in pieces from 1.5 to 2.5 meters long.
A hand—-operated electric ceane.

An electric switch on each machine.

One crane to move the coal cars.

One gas meter.

All electiric -e.pparatuses were explosion-proof although they were not hermetice.
The gas meter was béside the "Combain"j if the level of gt&s exceeded two percent,

personnel wun evacusted from the sheft end ventiletion was increased.

.
Blasting wes done with "AMANIT" explosive. thet dia not produceﬂa high temperature or

N

large quatities ofpoisonous gas. ‘ 25X1
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Blasting was forbidden when there was more then one percent of fire-damp.

To avoid dust,vhieh was explosive and cmused silicosis, the ['Combain” had a

de¥ice to spray weter mounted on the cutter.

At the exit to the éhufte there were fowr or five wooden dumping pletiorms on
balance beams; these pletiorms were losaed with three tons ofginert duste. An

explosion would cause the platforme to dump the dust, forming a curtalin to o=
feep the flames rrom spreading ana putting out any fleme that might have been

préduced.

TRANS ORI TON

In theinterior of the mine, eleciric engines pul]f!itwdnty full coel cars loaded
with three tons of coal each. To transpoit the coal from one level to enother,
there were conveyor belts &nd & coal-car Vlelevator" on which the coal cers
were hooked six at & time and teken to the {jjjjjswrtace. On the surfece, the

cars were unhooked and trensported by a crane to the loasders~sorters, where they

were enmptied.

PUMPING SYSTRRM

Vater seepage was &t the rate of 450-500 cubic meters an hour. There were

four steinless—steel turbine pump::;rgth & ocepecity of 300 cubic meters &n hour,
and two 150 cubic metdr pumps on thie second level; thet is, in four hours without
electricity, the third level would be flooded, and in two hours the pumps would

cease to work (eic). For thie reason, on the surfece there was &n electric

powerhouse with two generators for emergency use.

THSTALLATIONS
A1l buildings described weré wooden with double walls filled with scoria and

plastered on the inside and outeide. The roofs were of non-corrugated sheet metel.

During the winter, the road leading from th%mine to most ofi‘the installations was
covered with wood so thet the snow would not cut oif any pert -of the

installations. P :
IR 25X1
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SKe'CH

1. One-story building conteining mschine shop, electric shop, vulcaniziné shop,
electric motor repair shop, ana the office of the Chief Mechanical kngineer.
‘nis PR uilding wes sbout 50 metiers X 30 meters.

2. Smell building used as & gerege vhere three smell trucks used at the mine
were purked.

3. lingine roon‘ supplying power to eleveators.

4. Fan room.

5. Uff'ice of engineer in cherge of accident prevention.

6. Laboretory.

7. Installation of heaters which are one meter off the ground and mede of -
stone.

8. Mine entrances. The North entrance had & steirwey thet lea to the second
level.

9. Offices of the Section Heeds.

10. Buth and dressing; room for technicians.

11, v " " " " workers,

12. Storehouse for lemps end nusks.,

13. Managenent oftices, bookkeeping offices, ana oitices of the technical section.
14. Emergency entrance.

19. Lxit point for loeded coal cairs.

16. Coal dump.

17. VWire fence around the wine erea.

18+ Guerd poct at civilian personnel entrance.

19. Civilian personnel entrance — prisoners from the.& CE&llPe

Outsice of{the mine erea are the clezning, sorting, and shipping sections.

Lxploitetion of this mine begen 23 yeers cgo; it is estimated it cuan
naintein présent production levels until 1970, when the mine will

become an auxilizry of Mine 40.
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VORKU't'A LABOR CALP K2, 9
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The name of the camp was Rech Lager N¢, 9.

It was formerly (ﬁbl}ed Vorkute Leger N®. 9.

Tt wes in the district of Vorkuta, the region of Syktyvkar, Republic of komi, ASSR.
This ceamp wes two miles from Vorkuta, in & towm cilled Rudnik.

It vas square and built on flat land. |

the Vorkuta River was 400 meters to the west of the cemp; the town of Vorkuta

was two kilometers to the west of the camp. ‘“he cemp was in & tundre region.

CLLATE
T‘hexv'were only two seasonss sumuer enc¢ winter, the first lesting 24 months or less

Minimun temperature wes 52 cegrees C below zero; maximum wes 16 degreec C above
2€T0.

"here were strong winds ell yeer long, although they were less intense in summer.
It ususlly’rained in swuexn and in the winter snow tell to & depth of two meters;
freezing weather nece the snow lest all winter; 8 there ves no vegetetion.
From the end of April until the middle of August there/i: ¢24~hour daylight;
during tha{rest of the yeer, there were three hours oi'&'a,y ena 21 of nightg; s
the sun rose about 0500 hours.
Buildings were one-story, with wooden couble wall f£illed with scoriea &na plestered
on the inside and outside as protection sgainst the colds ‘the roofs were mede
of a kind of special wooden tile.

exterior

The jail wes the only stone building’ it had thick -\and interior walls and

e cement floor. It was surrounaed by berbed wire. It hed been built in 1952.

UrILITTS LMo SERVICES 25X1

An ebundent weter supply wes piped

the

weater was potable.

The electric current was zxt aliernating, 220 volts, 50 cycles.

Gerbage and sewage: Uarbage wes picked up deily ana teken to an unknown place.
Sewege wes arawn from the cesspools once & wveek by prisoners
and teken in tenk cers to &n unknown destination.

e

i 25%1

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/06/21 : CIA-RDP80T00246A047900330001-4




- Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/06/21 : CIA-RDP80T00246A047900330001-4 ¢

- ‘ 25X1

COMKMUNICATIONS

'Eixe only highwy in the ares went frowm the camp to the stetion, pessing through
'Vofkuta and - the Liine ¢, 40,

he only railrc;ad line ren between the mines and Vologda. It hed only one

track, but & second vas (jllfeing laid.

the .only railroad station wes in Vorkuta. There was a stop at each mine
—On the reilroad route.

There wap & railrosd machine-end-reteriels dump in Vorkuta together with
importent shops for the repeir of thie meteriel. ‘'he closest similer dump was
60V kilometers eway. 7The Vorkuta gump stored engines, snow removal equipment,
relief trains, etc.

There were three b.idges in the area: one over the highway, one over the rallread,

_Qyex. the riyesm, _
and oneﬁ:‘br pedestrians. The first hed wooden frameworkt and was built on pillars.

Yhe second wes ell-metal. The third was & wooden bridge built on pontoons; this

bridge was dismantled in the winter because vhen the river frose it wes no longer

necescary. 4he all-metal -bridgewas ‘the lergest of the three and was about
@ 120 meters long. '

There was & civilian-military airport about three kilometers to the south of
Vorkuta. '

"here were no oil pipeliness it wes said thet one might be built from Pechore
to the Kara Sea.

“he most comion meens of communicetion with othei ereas were (1) airplene, (2)
train, { 3) sleds pulled by reindeer. ‘lhis wa@f true thkroughout the year,

25X1

PASSIVE DEFENSE ) ' 25X 1

lhe only passive defense was the existende of — chambers

built of cement in every mine; theéss cheémbers were t'itty meters long and three

meters wide.

nese chambers had a double door at each end; the doors shut hermetically. lhe
type
inside door was provided with the common swivel/ bar lock exerting pressure

f : R
againet & bevel in the Jjambe. Rubbe:ijstripping pmxik® earound the door ensured an
airtight fit. jhese¢ chembeis hed & separcte ventiletion system composed of

eir conduction tubes going to the outside; these tubes ha QIS ilters.

25X1
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The interior of these cheambers had a kind of veulted nich%very ten meters on
alternate walls; these niches conteined electric ‘batterieg for lighting. 'herex

was & telephone. ‘Lhere were benches on each side oijthe chamber.

‘hese three chembers were on the gecond level sna were re:ched by going.down the
luine stairvey.

were kept
“here was &lso a small compertment in whichi/Some old mesks of various kinde and

even sone (IINNEENR bollovs-type mesks.

4N
These chambers were inspedte }1 every three months‘end reports handed in.
. Q- . !

SECURTLY 25X1

‘there was no surveillance in the camp except

two
foz?‘the guards at theAentrances to the camp; thet 1s, as long &s work norms were
‘ ,

fulfilled, no one bothered ebout enything else. lost prisoners hed & special
pass ant could stey in the street until.2200 hours or 2400 hours: other
prisoners were suthorized to live outside of the camp anc were obliged only to
report ior work every dey. Only vhen work norms were not fulfilled oxr when
px:isoners were ill-beheved we.s the pess picked up &and the affecteq‘l workers eent
to jail for & few daye. Prisoners thet dia not heve & pess could enter and
leave the cuwnp by giving el their name’to the guerds on duty. Sundeys, only
those prisoners autholrized to live oft the cemp were allowea to go free.

the jail was the best—guarded pexrt of the camp%ere 10 soldiers &nd &

lieutenant @JJMPof the Stete Police.

‘this chenge in internal omﬁ“%}@?gneral in &llicamps since the {{Jjj death of
Stalin. Vhat cemp authorities were most intems:ted in wes meximum prouuctionj
R
in some cames, to stimulste production, prisoners were paid monthly according to
work done and were free to spend the money as they sew Iit; some prisonexrs
earned as much as 8,000 or 10,000 rubles, which was censured in the interior

of the country, vhere work paid much less. Prisoners weré{even permitted to send
money to their femilies.

Authorities facilitated accommodetions to family members visiting prisoners; this

gesture, togegher with the money eerned by the prisoner; meant that—
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persons reeching the end of their imprisonment might be encouraged to stay on

— the job, if not &t the mine,&t least in the area.

Prisoners were not eBcortedffj to work; they were sccompanied only by the

brigede chief, whor:icked up their passes, returning them &t the end of the day.

A camp store vas
“ supplied with almost everything, even foreign goods;

this store wes much better then any in Moscow, &nd prisoners cuuld buy enything
they wished. Prices were possibly lower then those normal in the USER. ‘lhe

store stocked food, costume jewelry, wetches, shoes, clothing, etc. S

“prisoners wore no uniform and had no numbers on their

backs; that is, prisoners. could dress as they chose to. No pharmgceutiosl

products were on salgﬁ since these were distributed free at the camp clinic.

, 25X1
-Because of the above, there wes no black market.

"he only egricultural products of the erea were & few tomatoes and cucumbers

raised in green houses.

Begides the store alresdy mentioned, there meas also & gooa resteurent within
the camp in which one coula eet vhet one wished &t normal meal houre if one

paid in advance.

’l‘here%mre sbout 5,000 piisoners at the cemp, slthough many of them livea in
the towvm; there were about 200 security guerds, &nd 50 employees wno were not

prisoners. 25X1

Security guardSwere relieved perioqicallaq‘ or how long

they served before reassignment.
25X1

Prisoners &t this camp worked: in the mine, &t the metallurgical plant, in

construction, at the railrosd stetion, end in the fielas.

‘ : sbout 900 vorked 4m the mine

P

and about H00 in the metallurgicel plant.
e 25X1
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At the camp there vas a therspeutic hospital, & surgical hospital, a hocpital for
infectious dicesses, & clinic, end an imsane esylum; the insane stylun ves for

the use of all the cemps. Lech of the aforementioned had tbout £if'ty beds.

ettachs of insenity were

common, due to atuospheric pressure (sic). 25X1

Inside the camps there was en ethletic tield vhere prisoners played all kinde of

games, soccer in swmer, end skating in winter. '

Sports activities were limited to efter~work hoursj championship games were
orgtnized with other ceups,end prizes such &s cupe— and money
prizes were avarded the winners. "he favorite sport wee soccer, and the guards
and officers themselves sonetimes took pert in the gemes, causing serious
incidents since only prisoners were allowed to play. Perticipation irithése

@R =vorts wus free of coste.

Bcientific, technical, and political lectures were given, the first under the
supevicion of & Conmissmion of the Institute for the Propogetion of Scientific
and Technicel Knowledge, &nd the lest by high politicel officers o’tj‘me wistrict,

region, oxr republic. Attendence of the lectures wes not compulsory.
’

Lectures in tke first group vferqsupposed to be given free twice monthly, but when
the lecturers were fenous eithex: ae orutors or ss technickéns their services
were contracted for more of'teny through consultetions of the Ceup Heed with the

prisonerss in these casey, the prisoners— hed to pey &n edmission fee.

Lovies were presented once & veek, end thester companies”werehired
to vieit the camp. 'here wes a gooa 1libTary, with & great number of books of
ell kinds: technicel, litersry, theater, etfc., written in German, Russien,

Chinese, &nd Spanish. Furthermore, each prisoner was allowed ’to buy whatever

books he wented and to keep them as his private pooperty.

e 25X1
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LH,GEND
1. Town at Mine N2. 40,
2. Labor Caup &t lline N, 40.
3. Coal dumpfj for Caip 1if. 40.
4. Mine N®, 40.
5. fundra.
6. Military athletic field; insummer used for football; in winter, for skating.

T.

8.

9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

16.
19.
20.

21.

22.

23.
24.
25.

Town of Rudnik.

letallurgicel plent.

Inn, newly built, — usuelly for femily members visiting prisoners.
Barracké for cemp mikitary personnel.

Cemp ¥2. 9, vhere source worked.

Liine N9, 8, vhere source worked.

Coal dump for Gemp N¢. 9.

Emergency electrioc powerhousg. gervicing the mine,

Viater discharge pipelines, running from mine to river.

Loaders.

Potm for the prisoners of Camp N%. 9 th"ét hed permission to live outside
of the camp. :

Coul dumpe
Civilian lutical Club.
Llectric pvwerhouse'for the Vorkuta aret.

Conveyor gupplying the electric powerhouse with powdered coal coming directly
from Mine NO. 8 and enother mine.

liine No. 13, R &1l of vhose production wes used to supply the electric
powerhouse (N9, 20) with coale

Kapitalnaya Mine.
Vorkuta River.

Highwey going to the station.
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SUBJECT: Slave labar Camps in the Tayshet-Angara River Area
GENERAL

b numerous number oﬁ forced labor camps were in existence.all

along the Tayshet~Komsomolsk railroad line.

These camps contained from

300 to 2,000 men all political or oriminal type prisoners all engaged in 25X1

construotion of the railroad. a prisoner force of 20,000,000

" in all of Russia they would consist of a ready force ﬁgainst

Russia in the event of a war. J

the

camps, as well as the line were hidden by thick forest areas common in’ th%;
5X1

portion of the USSR,

Desefigﬁion of Camps

"~ 2. The major portion of the camps along the Tayshet-Komsomolsk line was newly
‘oonstruoted by the crlmlnal type prisoners who preoedad the political pri-
soners in their work along'thevrgi;road line. All camps had the familiar
barrack-type log oonstruéfiogﬂéﬂéi%efs, which were embedded in the_groﬁnd

and not visible from the air. Consfruotion of these shelters began by ex-
cavating a large hole, the size of the shelter. Log-side supports were then
placed around the hole, followed by the roof which was then covered with dirt.
The shelters were approximately 12 meters by 6 meters and housed one hundred
persons whO‘slept on board beds without undressing. The shelters were heated
with wood and stoves were never allowed to die down. The shelters were pro-
vided with 4 to 6 windows, but these were never opened; and the air w#s always

foul. The camp had its own dining hall, kitchen and clinio, and the sige of

the camp varied'aocerding to the number of prisoners.
- SEpprw , 25X1
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Work Conditiogs

25X1

3. The work day generally began at 0800 hours and ended at 1700 hours
depending on time of year, but 8 hours of work was demanded of éaoh prisoner.
Lunch lasted one hour and ten minutes break was allowed every hour. In winter
the temperature dropped to 459 to 50° centigrade below gzero, whioh oaﬁsed

a great deal of hardship among the workers. Some bad their fingers frogen,

or their oheeocks, ears or nose and had to be hospité}ized or remained in the
barracksg. In summer the temperature rose to 20¢ Cent.‘above gero and with
this oame the hordes qf the 30 called tiny mosquito which caused undue
hardship to mmn and beast. The horse which was used in terrain and wbrk

where the diesel tracto:i..;‘-was useless, was protected from the mosquito on the
under belly, eyes and nose by nets. Thé workers proteotéd themselves by their
clothing and nets. Anyone caught without any protgotion would be attacked

by the millions bf mosquitos that rose up from the ground like clouds of dust,
and one could lowe qongé‘f@ﬁmess ‘within five minutéé; To undress, a prisoner
and let"the mosquitos‘attéck was one*form of punishment. Due to the swampy
land, the mosquitos thrived and could not be controlled. Under the oir—
cumsfances the men refuséd to bathe and fleas were quite common yhich-neoessi—

tated shaving hair from all parts of the body.

'Sanitagy Conditions, Diseases and morgle

4. Each camp was generally equipped with a clinic which consisted of a
barrack holding six beds. Two doctors were availables dhe a prisoners the
other an NKVD officer. In addition there was one feldshér or dooctor's
assistant and the men carried a first aid kit to thelr place of work. Those
diagnosed as being very ili were transferred to camps with larger clinios

and better facilities, but often times the patient died before the case was

declared serious. Tuberculosis among the priscners was very prevelent,

followed by stomach disorders and'tsynga'f

¥ o g(somy)which was des-

25X1
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cribed as a disease which swelled the feet to balloon size and the teeth loosened

and fell out preceded by deaty. | 25X1

Water was obtained from wells during the summer and from melted snow in winter.
Well water was usuelly tested by the doctor end chlorine added when needed.
Morale in the cémps was VYery low. To avoid bebng‘transferred to undesirable
camps, some prisoners resorted sewing buttons on their skin or putting a lodk
th;ough the skin, To avoid going out in bitter coldj some would inhale powdered
sugar which wéuld show as traces of TB§ some would take inQectioné of tobacco
in liquid qum'whilg others would pu?posely gftempt escape and be shot. ‘Séme
would even cut éff their fingers.

Camp Security

5; | The camps were well guarded at all times. ‘In addition to tge regular posted
guerds, there was one NKVD soldier assigned tb approximately 10 §risoners;-the
NKVD men were. recognized by their dress. They wore a green suif, red shoulder
‘bogrds and hat was blue on topﬂw;th :ed ribbon around brim. The officerélhadi
Asilver or gold oolored shoﬁigqf‘boards with étqrs according to rank.‘ The éﬁards
- were equipped wi}h machine gﬁnsvon tripod; whereas the NKVD soldiers mare equipped
with rifles and automatic submachine gun with round or long ourved magazine.
Aﬁyone aftempting t0 esocape wgs"shot eand an escapee was spot after being cgptured.
In addition to guards and NKVD soldiers, there were many who ware-engaged to spy
. on the activities of fellow prisoners that no one tiusted one another.
Camp Meals |
6. 1In general,meals consisted of 750 grams of black ﬁread for the entire day
plus coffee or tea for Wwakfasts éhiok pea soup and potato puree or barley mush
for lunch and supper éonq@Sted of the same &s lunch or fish and barley mush.

& . v
VMeat was served once or twice weekly in small portions, end-stew form. Prisoners

often augmented the%r meals with food ﬂggiiﬁﬁgrfrom home or often bOught'fOOd at

25X1
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the local store with money received from home. If & prisoner refused to work
or complete the work day plan, he was restricted‘to 400 grams of black bread and
soﬁp for the entire day.

Personnel and Post Office Number

7. The prisoner personnel in all the camps was

25X1
predominantly Ohlnese‘and Koreans, Japanese and Germans, with many Polés, Finns,

Estonians a.nd & few Americans and English.

Peisonnel changes ooourréd 25X1

daily due to deaths, hospitalization and camp,transferé. Oﬁly one out of & group

of 1,000 prisoners was freed:within a period of three months. The number coming

always variéd and source recalled that the biggest group that ever arrived was

800 pri in 1952.
prisoners 95 25X1

Militery Information

8. there were no military installations in the work area,

there were no restricted areas near any of camps, and

the only classified project #as the Tayshet—Komsomolsk

trunk Line.
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